The coagulation system as a target for experimental therapy of human gliomas.
The purpose of this paper is to review the rationale for the development of coagulation-reactive drugs for the experimental therapy of gliomas. Numerous reactants familiar to students of blood coagulation have been shown to contribute to neoplastic proliferation, invasion and metastasis. Recently, considerable progress has been made in demonstrating the ability of drugs capable of inhibiting these reactants to alter cancer progression. Biological features of gliomas within the realm of blood coagulation suggest that clinical trials of such drugs warrant consideration. This approach offers the prospect of a novel treatment for this devastating tumour type that does not share the toxicities of conventional cancer therapies.